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1) Importance of soil :-

i) Soil  is an important natural resource.

ii) Soil helps in the growth of plants by holding the 

roots and supplying water and nutrients.

iii) Soil is essential for agriculture which provides us 

food, clothing and shelter.

iv) Soil is a habitat for several organisms like ants, earth 

worms, snails, centipeds, millipeds, snakes, rats, beetles 

etc. 



Living organisms found in the soil



5) Formation of soil and types of soils :-
a) Formation of soil :-

Soil is formed formed by the breaking down of rocks into smaller 
particles by the action of wind, water and climate. This process is 
called weathering.

Soil is a mixture of rock particles and humus.



















3) Layers of soil :-
Activity :-

Take a glass tumbler three quarters filled with water. Add a 
handful of soil in a glass tumbler. Stir it well with a glass rod and 
leave it undisturbed for some time. We can see different layers of 
particles of different sizes.

The rotting dead plant and animal remains at the top is humus. 
Below it are layers of clay, sand and gravel.
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TYPES OF SOIL





b) Types of soil :-
There are three main types of soil. They are sandy soil, clayey soil and loamy soil.

i) Sandy soil :- In sandy soil the particles are large in size. They have 

more space between the particles filled with air. They do not retain 

water and are light and dry.

ii) Clayey soil :- In clayey soil the particles are smaller. They have less 

space between the particles and has less air. They retain more water 

and are heavy and wet.

iii) Loamy soil :- In loamy soil the particle size is between those of sand 

and clay. It  contains humus and has the right water holding capacity. 

So it is the best soil for the growth of plants. 
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