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Recapitulation of the salient points and reflections on the piece:
· The story ‘Princess September’ is about a princess and her bird.  The author very lovingly picturises the unique relationship which they share.
· The princesses are named in a very whimsical manner by their father.
· He gifts each of them a parrot on his birthday.
· Princess September’s parrot dies in just a few days; the princess becomes disconsolate.
· Fortuitously, a little bird enters the chambers of Princess September’s chambers and regales her with his special qualities.
· Thanks to this new bird, the princess recovers her cheerful spirit in no time; she gets over the loss of the parrot.
· Being inherently good, the Princess lets him be his natural self.  She doesn’t in any way curtail his free-roving spirit.
· The little bird sings merrily and the Princess enjoys his songs.
· This lively and unique bird which walks into the life of Princess September evokes the envy of her sisters.  They come up with a very elaborate ruse to deprive her of this exotic bird.  They very cleverly play upon the fears of Princess September that she might lose this wonderful bird which had given her magical moments of happiness.
· Princess September, being very naïve, is taken in by her sisters’ suggestion. After all, her sisters could only wish her well!!
· One day when the little bird goes out, the princess’s sisters brainwash her into believing that she should cage the bird in his own interests.
· When the bird comes back, the princess puts him in a cage saying it is vital for his own safety.  The bird is despondent and refuses to eat.
· He falls sick and is about to die.
· The princess releases him. The bird returns to the princess and sings for her each day.
· When the princess grows up, she grows very beautiful. The window is always kept open for the little bird to come in. Fresh air also comes in and improves her health. “The window being kept open”, “fresh air” etc., indicates that she is very open-minded and receptive to good vibes and positive suggestions.  They also indicate her sense of relatedness and altruism. It hints at the goodness inherent in all of us. It is this goodness that we must seek to multiply. Her external beauty is a reflection of her innate goodness.
·  She is married to the king of Cambodia and is taken on a white elephant through the main avenues of the capital.
· Her sisters who grow ugly and disagreeable are married off to the King’s Councillors with a pound of tea and a Siamese cat.  Their external ugliness is just a manifestation of their inner sickness and a perversion of the divine calling.  The story hints at a rather unceremonious ending for the sisters.  They would appear to have got their just deserts.
· We learn that the quality of loving-kindness should encompass all humanity and go beyond that— to encompass all life forms.  This is communion in the true sense of the term.
· We also learn not to be possessive.  We learn too that we have to let go at times, in order that we may retain what we have!  We cannot trap happiness in a time bubble.  We have to let go to be happy.  The only certitude is incertitude.
· This story contains deep philosophical insights woven into the framework of an alluringly simple children’s story which reads like a fairy tale.
· We further learn that relationship needs to be nurtured and just cannot be taken for granted. We need to invest our time, energy and goodwill to foster that relationship.
· We learn too that we should appreciate the flame of divinity dancing within every life form; it is not for us to bend the other, not even the lowly bird, to our will! 
· The unstated/understated value of this piece is that we ought to accept people for what they are, warts and all, and not seek to mould them according to our presumptuous notions.
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