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A SHORT MONSOON DIARY

BY RUSKIN BOND
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RIECAPITUILATION

This <c]h1a1]p1t(er consists of a few extracts from the diary of Ruskin Bomnd.

The chapter describes the author’s experiences in Mussoorie <dhunr[hnvg the
monsoons. On the first day of monsoon, the mist covered the hills. Bijju
was <calll1l[iln1<g his sister but the author could not see hium due to mist. The
next day the raun was warn and hunid. Due to the monsoon, one can

see leeches, 1l<e<o>]p>aur<dl,\ and burds.

After a few days, rain stops and the Sun shiunes. Anumals, burds, and
people are out once agrain. It rained non-stop for more than a week
whitch made @\v(e‘rylt]hliilmg damp. One can see the monsoon g]F(O)\\\Vlt]hl
everywhere. The author says that this year monsoon continued for
longrer than uwswal. In January, Ruskin Bond wrote a poem on winter
rain. He feels lonely now. Im March, the winter ends and one can see a
raunbow.
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* Melancholy — very sad

* Blankets — covers

* Fern — a flowerless pllaunut with feathery Qreen leaves

* Heralded — annoumnced or lbnr(onuuglhnt the nevws of

° ][Jnnqp]r@(cantfL<o>1nls — Ccurses

* Blood 1l<elt1tfum<g e 1l<o>sfun1<g blood

* Scarlet munivet — lbnr[ig]hnt red bued like a cuckoo



NEW WORIDS LEARNT

* Drongo — a s<o>]n1g=1b) urd with a stowt bill

* Drrunmnuming” — falling noisily

* Disconsolately — unhappily

* Ravine — valley

* Crevices — narrow openings or cracks un rock or wall
* Caress — 1t<o>1uuc]h1[i1nlg OIF ]huoﬂl(dlfumg 1l<o>\vfumg1ly

* Menace — threaten



COMPREHENSION CHECK -1

1. Why 1s the author not able to see Bijju?

ANS" The author was unable to see Bijju because of monsoon
mist.

2 What are the two ways in which the hills appear to change
when the mist comes up?

ANS" The mist climbs up the hill and conceals it. It also blankets

the mist 1n silence.
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COMPREHENSION CHECK - 2

When does the monsoon season begin and when does it end? How do you prepare to face
the monsoon?

The monsoon season begins in the month of June and ends by the time August comes to an
end. One prepares for the season by arranging umbrellas and raincoats.

Which hill-station does the author describe in this diary entry?
The author was sharing details about Musoorie.
For how many days does it rain without stopping? What does the author do on these days?

It rained for almost eight to nine days continuously. The author could not do anything
much or go anywhere because of the rains. He would only pace up and down the room and
gaze out of the windows.

Where do the snakes and rodents take shelter? Why?

The snakes and rodents that had flooded out of their holes because of rain water take
shelter in the roofs, attics and godowns.

What did the author receive in the mail?

The author received a cheque of small amount in his mail.



WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

1L Look carefully at the diary entries for 24-25th June, 2nd August and 2zrd

March. Now write down the <c]hlalln1<g<es that ]hl(aqppe]nl as the rains progress
fromn June to March.

ANS: 24th June was the furst day of the monsoon. More than the nmomnsoon,
there are descriptions of the mist. 25th June one witnesses the first real
shower. All aspects of nature welcome the rainy season. It is no less than
a ‘paradise’. 2nd August indicates that the rains have been on for a
considerable tume. And 1t]h1<o>1U[g]h1 the writer admures the rauns, there is also
certain monotony in the pattern of the rains that makes this period. 235rd
March nearly marks the end of winter. The rains are replaced by
ratnbows.
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WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

Why did the gmunudhnnm1t]huer ask the children not to kill the

chuchumdar?

The grandmother asks the children not to kill the children because
she believed that the ‘chuchundars’ brought luck and money:.

What s[igns do we find un mature which show that the monsoons are
about to end?

The blackest clouds that were cast over the sky hailed marbles for
half an hour to clear the sky. Soon after this, the raunbow aqpp(eaume‘dl
un the sky. These were clear indications that monsoons had conne
to an end.



WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

4 Complete the following sentences.

(<IL>) ]B%[iJ‘]J‘]lU[ s mot seen but his voice (s heard becausSe ....coieeecens
(<1u>) The writer describes the hill statiom and valley as ..

((uu)) The ll@@)}p@ﬂﬂdl was successiul Un «ooceeeeees butt had to flee when

RANENEE 2 8 R A R R R R

(<lL\V>) The minivets are easily noticed because ... e
(v) Lt looks like a fashion display on the slopes when ...

((\vu) Duoring: the monsoon season, snakes and rodents are found un
roofs and atticks because ...



WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

4 Complete the following sentences.

ANS: ((u)) of the mist that concealed e\ve]rylt]hliilmgﬁ
((u)) a ]pauraudl[is(e that ]nm[i(g‘]hut have been.

(<lLlLlL>) attacking B jjju’s cow, the grandmother screamed at it.

P—N

<lL\V> ) of their attractive and bnrlug]hut colouirs.

(\ ) tts ferns start | tlunmnuunvg yellow and colowrful orchids and
butterflies appear on | the scene.

(<\Vlt>) the raun water floods their holes.



WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

=2 Although tin roofs are given to springing unaccountable leaks, there is a

feeling of being untouched by and yet in touch with, the rain.’
(<IL>) Why has the writer used the word, ‘springing’?

ANS: The author uses the word “§]P>]riiln1<gfumg’ to suggest that the roof tuns 1b><e<g~‘fun1 to
leak witthowt gii\\ﬁunlg any Waummfumgi

(<[i[l)) How is the writer wntouched by the raim?

ANS: The writer is literally wntouched by the raun because he is tnside the room
and that protects hiuon firom the same.

(<lLlLlL>) How is the writer un touch with the raun at the same tunne?

ANS: The writer hears the loud sounds ]P>1r<o><dhuuce<dl by the rain falllllfunvg on the tiun roof.
Also, the leaks un the tun roof make the raun water enter the room like a
distant shower.
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WORKING WIITH THE TEXT

Mention a few 1t]h1[i]n1<gs that camn ]hlal]P)]P)(e‘]ﬂl when there is endless rain for

days together

Endless rains create a number of problems. The work gets obstructed as
it makes difficult for people to step outside their homes. If there is no
proper drain: e systemn, it leads to problems of water 1l<o>gg[ilmg and
traffic jaunnis o roads. During rains, there ts an uncrease un the unsect
]P)(O)]P)IU[“GHE[L(O)]Dly whitch could also cause diseases. Sometumes, due to excessive

rains, the crop gets destroyed.

What is the significance of cobra lily in relation to the monsoon season,
its bagrinning and end?

The popping up of cobra lily is an indication that the monsoomns have
arrived. As the seeds of cobra lily turn red, it sfuglnliiﬁes the end of the

SE€ASOIN.
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Related words are words whose ]nnue‘aumihnlgs are close e]nuonuug]h to the

SYINonry oncy (g ]F(O)1U[]P) (@) ]hl(c]l\V(e‘ A Ccononon connection to a b lt‘g" ‘g er

concept. These related words do not <q[1U[a11l[UFy as synonymms because

theyv have meanunes that dufer from the basic meanune shared by
th Y h 0 that dufer f thee b o Ih d 1b3

the syvnonyvmy oroup un some sionificant way. There is a close
3 DALLY N

Jﬁellant[L(O)lnlglhlii]p between two or more words which are then listed as

related words.

You will see that un most cases there are more related words thamn

synonyms. That is because there is much mnore flexibility un

<c]h1<o><o>siiln1g words for these lists. They do not have to match the

shared 1nn1<eaum[i1n1g; they only need to relate to some aspect of it.



VERBS

The verb is a word that expresses some action, feeling or

>

existence. It tells us s<o>mn1<et]h1fumg about the smdbg](e(cnu

Verbs are divided un two parts:

A. Maun Verbs ((alllso) called lexical \V@]rbs))

B. ]H[ellp[mg Verbs ((AlU[xUl[Lauriies—]P’rfunnlaury and M(()xdlaﬂls))



All verbs un ]Elnlgllfts]hl except the 24 ]hue;llp funlg verbs are

maiun verbs. Look at the chart below:

Main Verbs Auxiliaries

Modals

shall, will, should, would
may, might, can, could
do must, ought to, need,

/\ dare, used to

does do did to have

ZINN /N

arn is are was were has have had




MAIN VERBS

Main Verbs are also of two kinds :
((a)) Funite verbs
((b)) Non-finite verbs

Finite verbs <c]h1aun1<ge theiur fornns auc<c<o>1r<dl[ilm<g to the person and mumiber of the

SlU[lb>J|©<Clt and the tense also, e.g:
He reads. I read. They read.

She goes. I go. They go.

Non-finite verbs do not change their forms according to the nunmber, person or
tense of the smdbj]ecﬁ The unfunttives, ge]munnudls and paurlt[i(c[iplles are called nmon-
funices.



MAIN VERBS

* Infinitives are forms like to work, to sing-and to break. The ‘to’ is not exactly a part

of the unfinitive. In fact, the infinitive s sometiumes used without ‘to’. For @x(aunnqpll(@
you camn say “I walk to school” or “I like to walk.”

° A g'elmu[]md is the —ing-form of a verb that functions the same as a noun. For example,

Rurmnnin o ts furn.

>

In this sentence, “running” is the gerund. It acts just like a mown.

RS

° ]Pa]rltici]ples are words deritved from verbs that can function as aulel ectives or as parts
of verb phrases. Put simply, a participle will look like a verb but may have a
diufferent role tn the sentence. For @xaunmplle::

The rumnmnin o water:

That paurltii(c [i][))lle s describ funvg the water and ]Pne‘riﬂonmnnlihnvg the fumction of amn

>

ad ject ve.



MAIN VERBS

THE PRESENT THE PAST PERFECT
PARTICIPLE PARTICIPLE PARTICIPLES

WSS R WSS R SS—

Adding -ingtoaverb  Adding -ed toregular  Combining the word
verbs example: having with the past
example: cook is cooked participle of a word
eat is eating
iregular verbs example:
may have endings having slept
like -en, -, -d, and -n
example: swollen

can also function as
adjective that modify
nouns example: cut flowers



MAIN VERBS

A Verb un the past tense refers to 1t]h1[i1n1<gs that ]hl(a\]ppelnuedl un the past.

To make the past tense of ]ﬁe\g‘ludlaur‘ verbs, the e]nl(dli[]nvg -ed is added to
the unfunutive (('][ asked her a <q[1unes1t[i<onm'>)e

The present ]partici][)le refers to 1I:]h1fum<g‘s that are stull ]hhaqp]p(e]m[hmgﬁ To
malke the present ]paumtfuc[qpll(@ the emudl[hnvg‘ -ingr is added to the unfunitive
(('][ A0 a§/l(</i‘lnzgf her a q[lunest[i(onm')y

Often there's mo need to make any other S]pellllﬁlmg <c]h1aum<g“<e‘s when you
add =ed and =/2}[71gf to the unfinitive but there are some cases when it's
necessary to do so.



ASES

A phrase is a group of words that express a concept and
s used as a wnit withun a sentence. It stands 1t<o>g<e‘1t]hue]r as
a sftlnlgll(e glr‘a]nnunmaut[‘uc(alll wnie, cyp ically as part of a clause
or a sentence. A p]hur‘(als(e‘ does mot contaun

a subject and verb and, <c<onnls<e‘<q[1uuemut1ly,~ camnot comnvey a

<c<o>lnnqp>ll<elt<e 1t]huo>1ung‘]hun A p]hur‘(alse contrasts with a clause. A

>

clause does contaun a 81U[1b>J| ect and wverb, and it can
convey a complete idea.


https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/subject.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/verbs.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/clause.htm

OME ASSIGINMENT

* Write a ]pauravg‘]raqp]hl <dl<es<crfdb>[hmg an uncident that
occurred <dhunrfum<g the rains which you can mever
1&@]{*@‘@ t.

* Write a poemn of your own about the season of sp]riilmg‘
when trees are un full bloomn.



