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Reported Speech

a) What is reported speech?
b) How do we use it?




yesterday toda

Yesterday I met Smriti. She told
me (that)she got 10/ 10 in her
English test!




We often use reported speech to :

- Give someone a telephone message.
Ex.: Bharat said he couldn’t come today
as he was sick.
-Tell someone news we hear from someone.
Ex.: Ketan told me that Ayush had seen
the thief.

-Report something that happened earlier.
Ex. : Sheetal said that Rockey fell off his
cycle.




| find that the harder | work, the more luck |

seem to have.

He said he found that the harder he worked,

the more luck he seemed to have.




Direct Speech

1. When we say exactly what someone
says.

2. In writing , inverted commas or ‘speech
marks are used. It is a quoted speech.

3. Punctuation such as exclamation marks
and question marks are used.

4. The speaker may say his words in any
tense.

5. Universal truths remain unchanged.
Ex. Our S.St teacher said that the earth
is in the shape of a geoid.

6. Pronouns, demonstrative pronouns and
nouns are used.

Indirect Speech
1.When we report what someone says with out
using the same words.

2. We drop the inverted commas in writing.

3. Except beginning the reported sentence with
a capital letter and ending it with a full stop
no other punctuation is used.

4. The tenses are changed in progression:

present to past and past to past perfect
tense.

5. Universal truths remain unchanged.

6. Pronouns, demonstrative pronouns and
houns undergo a change.




Some changes that happen to the sentences when they are transformed

from direct speech to reported/indirect speech:

-> verbs change -> present -> past -> past perfect
-> pronouns change -> I/you-> he/she/me, we->they and others
-> The changes in the pronouns depend on the speaker and the listener(
you->me/he/she)
-> speech marks ,“....." -> are removed ("?'- removed)
-> reporting verbs ->are added -> asked, told, said, requested
-> time /place words change-> today-> that day, fomorrow ->
the next day, yesterday-> the day before, now->then

-> in reporting questions without ‘'wh'-> if /whether is added



Some changes in verbs

is/am was

become

are becomes was / were

become

was/were had been

have/has/had had

become

will /shall would/could

become

could

become

can/may /might

must/had to

become

must/ have to

Direct Speech

Present Simple

‘ Sara live in Madrid
%4 Present Continuovs

Py Michael: 'T'm siudying Biolegy now’

. Past Continvevs

o 'The children wore saving vp for
o & new vides game,' she mether

o explained
Pl Past Perfect
Continvovs

‘The students had been Vaking notes
¢ in the conferance,' the teacher said

‘ Past Simple
d Present Perfect
N Past Perfect

°
‘Thave never visjved England,”
my sisver poinsed ovs

D

. Can

‘ May/might

‘May I come in, pleass?,' she
studont saked

. Must

.
Have to
.
o g ‘These bills muss be psid shis
d woek,’ Mary added

“t will
&, 'The bus will leave soon,' she

driver confirmed

3 Wovuld

4 Covld
P4 Sheuld
Pl Ought to

.‘ ‘Covld we seo0 My. Smith,

please? she man wendered.

Is/are going to

My mother i3n's golng to the
o '_ supermarkes today,’ Jenny dealed

orfed! 5

fense chwges

Indirect Speech
Past Simple

Sarah said (shas) she didn's live

Past Continuevs

Michael said \has ho was swudying
Biology shen
Past continvous
Past Perfect Continvous
The mother explained shas the

children were saving vp foF & new
vides game

Past Perfect
Centinuous

The teacher said that the atvdents
had boen taking netes in the

Past Perfect

My stsser pointed ovt Lhat she had
never visited Engiand

Covld

Might

The student asked if she might
ceme An

Had to

Mary sdded thas shese bills had ss
be paid that week

Wovuld

The dviver confirmed shas she bus
wovid loave soon

Weovld
Covld
Shevld
Ovght to

The man wendered 1f thoy ceuld 00
Mr. 8

Was/were going to

Jonny denied that hor mother was
going to she supormarkes thas day
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* 324 parssn ns change

iofrectobyec

Direct sDuch dnoct Speech
Him / Her
Yeu Mo / Ovr
Us Them

* Zrd persen Do chADFS

possessive aghechves

Direct Speech Indirect Speech
My His/
Your My / Ovr
Ovr Thelir

* 354 persen 1o change

afives

Direct Speech Indirect Speech
This That
These Thoese
Here There
expressions of fime
Direct Speech Indirect Speech
Teday That day
Tonight That night
Toemerrew The fellewing day
Yesterday The day befere
Lass day/week The day/week before
Next week/year The next week / year
New Then
.. 880 .. before
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Pronouns

I(name)
my /mine
you
we

us

change:
becomes

become

becomes

becomes

becomes

he/ she /me
his/hers

he/she /they/them
they

them



Demonstrative Pronouns :

here becomes there

this becomes that

these becomes those




‘time expressions’ that change :

now becomes
today becomes
Tomorrow becomes
yesterday becomes
hext week becomes

09 (0] becomes

then

that day

the next day/ the following day

the previous day/the day before

the following week, year

before



Let's see a few examples of reported speech:

"I have won
the compeftition .

Monica




Reported speech :

Monica said she had won
the competition .













Shama said they had played

all evening the previous day.




a) Monica said, "I have won the competition .*
-Monica said that she had won the
competition .

b) Sam said, "T am feeling very thirsty/®
- Sam aid that he was feeling very thirsty.

¢) Shama,said, "We played all evening
yesterday.”
- Shama said that they had played all
evening the, previous day:
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