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pw some men became rulers.
"i e Ashvamedha

i e Raja and Priests.
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HOW RAJAS
WERE CHOSEN
AROUND 3000
'YEARS AGO.
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By performing
y big Sacrifices.

- » T'he ashvamedha

i

orse sacrifice
ne such ritual.

Ashvamedha
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1 e Ashvamedha

v It was used by the ancient
‘[ndian rulers to prove their
sovereignty.

Al horse was let loose to
ander freely.

It was guarded by the raja’s
en.

' lll f the horse wandered into
e kingdoms of other rajas
and stopped by them.. ..

hey had to fight.

If they allowed, they
2C( te;(si that the raja who
w ed to perform the

ce was powerful than
n

aja who organised the

acti ce was recognised as
very powe
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e The Raja

éntral figure in the rituals.
;' l . .
‘Had a throne or a tiger skin.

id a charioteer, who was his companion in the battle
d and witnessed his exploits, chanted tales of his

ves and sons had to perform a variety of minor
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Varna System

hﬁre were several different groups in society at that
b

\
Hixample- priests, warriors, farmers, traders.. ..

he priests divided people into four groups called
as. Those four groups were

?. rahmin
‘ ‘%

0 e%s or Kshatnyas

»

ifferent set of functions.



Varna

The Brahmin
The
Kshatriyas

The Vaishyas

The Shudras

The Varna System

Role

Study the
Vedas, perform
sacrifices

To fight battles
and protect

people
To be

farmers herders
and traders.

To serve the
other three
groups.

1. Brahmin
2. Kshatriyas
3. Vaishya
4, Shudra



Imp features of Varna system

1
‘his system was based on the basis of birth.

é

VYomen were not allowed to study the Vedas.

\l a551ﬁed some people as untouchable.

ip included craft persons, hunters and

erers and people who perform burials and
emations.
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The Varna System-opposition

e Many people did not accept the system
of Varna.

* They felt that birth could not be a basis
for deciding Varna.

e Some kings thought that they were
superior to the priests.

:!"';3: Some people felt that there should be
[ no differences based on occupation.

W
. Some people condemned the practice
of untouchability.




he word Janapada
a combination of
ana means people

ada means foot

o JANAPAC
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Grew variety of
crops

Rice and wheat

Lived in huts People iﬂ Made eastern
and kept cattle ]anapada pots
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